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 Drexel University has grown and changed dramatically since A.J. Drexel founded 
Drexel Institute of Art, Science and Industry in 1891.  From its humble beginnings as a 
small, commuter, engineering school to its present stance as a multi-faceted university of 
international renown, Drexel has certainly come a long way.  Over its 120-year history, 
changes have occurred that are too numerous to count.  School identities have come and 
gone, buildings have been erected, renovated and demolished and 14 Presidents have 
presided over the University.  However, one of the few constants during this time has 
been the strong presence of fraternity life on campus.  Not only has Fraternity life been a 
unifying thread throughout the years at Drexel, but also Greeks have been at the vanguard 
of developing and bettering life on campus for all Drexel students.      
 
I. America and the College Fraternity: A Shared History 
American college fraternities have a rich, important and misunderstood history.  
Dating back to the birth of the United States in the late 18th century1, fraternities have 
been an inextricable and integral part of the growth and development of American 
colleges and universities.  However, when most people think of fraternities, hazing, 
secrecy and images of John Belushi drunkenly gallivanting in a toga are conjured.  While 
these stereotypes unfortunately have a small basis in reality, they are largely hyperbolic 
and do not truly reflect the real purpose and goals of Greek organizations.  Greek 
organizations were originally founded and continue to operate today as organizations that 
breed leaders and better the life and experiences of the college man.  Countless Greeks 
have gone on to be leaders in fields ranging from industry to entertainment to politics.  
                                                 
1 William and Mary Department of Fraternity and Sorority Life records 
 
 For example, seventeen of the last twenty-five Presidents of the United States were 
fraternity men2.  Fraternities, quite literally, produce the leaders of America. 
During the first 100 or so years of the American college system, schools were 
very rigid in terms of what students could do and learn.  Strict curriculums centered on 
law, religion, mathematics and the “classics” of literature (which tended almost 
invariably, to be Hellenic works).  Students were forbidden from discussing or debating 
anything that was not an expressed part of the curriculum.  This of course presented the 
need for “secret societies” where men could gather and discuss topics of their choosing.  
The first known society of this nature was founded at William and Mary in 1750 and was 
known as the F.H.C. Society3.  Although the true meaning of the initials F.H.C. were 
never revealed, many believe it to have stood for “Fraternitas, Humanitas, et Cognito”; 
Latin for “Brotherhood, Humaneness and Knowledge” (likely the direct precursor to the 
term “Fraternity”)4.  Colloquially known as the “Flat Hat Club”, its most famous member 
was the third President of the United States and Founding Father Thomas Jefferson5.    
The College of William and Mary was also the site of the first society to assign 
themselves a series of Greek letters. The Phi Beta Kappa Society, founded in 1776, was 
extremely influential and set the precedent for a great number of traditions that are still 
used in Modern Greek life.  Ironically, the use of Greek letters was almost purely 
happenstance as the language and identity was supposedly chosen due to the fact that one 
of the founding members was “the best Greek scholar in College.” Other precedents 
believed to have been set by PBK were: the use of an official handshake, an official 
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 motto, a fraternity badge and a secret ritual.  All these practices are still around today and 
are nearly universal amongst fraternities.  However, PBK was very different from modern 
fraternities in many different ways.  For example, membership was restricted to 
upperclassmen and often times seniors.  Also, once a member had graduated, he could 
remain active within the main organization (as a full member, not in an alumni 
capacit
5, 
of 
 
 
 
ied the first major presence of Fraternity life 
outside
icine or 
                                                
y)6. 
Fraternity life in the United State went on hold at the onset of the American 
Revolution and remained stagnant until the early nineteenth century.  Starting in 182
however, a tiny Liberal Arts College in Upstate New York would revolutionize the 
American Fraternity system.  “The Union Triad” as it is now known, was comprised 
three fraternities (all of whom would later go on to national expansion); The Kappa 
Alpha Society (1825), Sigma Phi (1827) and Delta Phi (1827)7, that would serve as the 
blueprint and foundation of Modern Greek Life.  These organizations were the first truly
“social” fraternities, choosing to focus more on brotherhood and enjoyment rather than
scholarship.  Another influential triad was founded at Miami (Ohio) University in the
mid-nineteenth century and was comprised of Beta Theta Pi (1839), Phi Delta Theta 
(1848) and Sigma Chi (1855)8.  This signif
 of the original thirteen colonies.    
Membership in these early fraternities was very restrictive and selective (some 
might say downright discriminatory) with membership being almost entirely comprised 
of white, Anglo-Saxon, upper-class, Protestant males studying for ministry, med
 
6 Hastings, William T., Phi Beta Kappa as a Secret Society. Washington, D.C.: United 
Chapters of Phi Beta Kappa, 1965, 83-85 
7 http://www.union.edu/StudentLife/Greek_Life/index.php 
8 http://www.units.muohio.edu/saf/GRA/ 
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century would hold unprecedented growth and expansion for the American college 
esentment from school administrators. 
Fraternities again went on hiatus due to war in the 1860’s, with many going 
extinct and all suffering crippling drops in membership.  However, a piece of legislation 
passed in 1862 inadvertently assured the survival of the American fraternity system.  Th
Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act assigned federal funds for the creation of hundreds of 
agricultural  and technical colleges across the American Mid-West and South (although 
Cornell and MIT are technically “land-grant colleges” as well).  These fledgling c
placed a much higher emphasis upon student self-governance as they were more 
concerned with getting the University as a whole off the ground.  Also, as enrollme
began to explode following the Civil War, University owned and operated student 
housing became insufficient.  The formation a
ed and remedied both of these issues. 
As the 19th century drew to a close, the national fraternity scene was ever 
expanding.  For every new college that was formed, it seemed there were even more 
Greek organizations were springing up within them.  Also, as the clientele of American
colleges and universities began to diversify and expand, so too did the membership o
American fraternities.  Organizations such as Zeta Beta Tau (1898), the first Jewish-
founded fraternity, and Alpha Chi Rho (1895), which was co-founded by an Episcopa
minister, began to break the ideological stranglehold on fraternities.  Indeed, the 20th
 
 fraternity system; and nowhere was that better represented than at an upstart engineering 
school in Philadelphia.    
 
II. The Birth of Drexel Greek Life: 1900-1918 
At the dawn of the twentieth century, Drexel University (or as it was known then, 
Drexel Institute) was still in its infancy, struggling to find an identity for itself.  Through 
the vast majority of its history, especially early on, Drexel was primarily a commuter 
school and did not have much in the way of campus life and activity.  Students soon 
found the need to organize on-campus student groups in order to foster more of a sense of 
community.  Even from the beginning, the need for social fraternities was apparent. 
The early history of Greek life at Drexel is spotty at best.  Most of these 
organizations were modeled after the secret societies of the Ivy League and the Mid-West 
and Southern schools that were really at the vanguard of the North American fraternity 
system; hence there is little documentation speaking to their activities, goals, or even 
their expressed purpose.  Also complicating matters, is the fact that the earliest 
fraternities at Drexel were all locally started and ran, therefore they had no national 
affiliation to guide them or give them a mission statement to go by (this also makes 
finding any specific information about these organizations next to impossible).  However, 
it is safe to assume that these early Greek organizations bore little resemblance to the 
ones we would find today.  Fraternities at that time were almost exclusively literary and 
supper clubs.  A way to escape the harsh demands and parameters of the curriculum and 
have lively conversation and debate about topics of their choosing. 
 
 The first known Fraternity and Greek organization at Drexel was the locally 
founded Lambda Upsilon Delta.  Founded in 19009, LUD proclaimed itself in the 1905 
Drexel Bulletin as being “[T]he only secret organization connected with the Drexel 
Institute.”10  Unfortunately, little was heard from LUD after that, as the last known 
mention of the organization came in a list of student organizations from a 1908 issue of 
the Drexel Echo11.  During LUD’s brief run on campus, another fraternity established 
itself on the Drexel campus, Tau Rho Delta.  Founded in 190512, TRD bolstered the 
Greek community at Drexel and, following the dissolution of LUD in 1908, carried the 
flame for Greek Life on campus.  TDR had the longest run of any of the initial 
fraternities, enjoying a ten year run before closing in 191513.   
Although Greek life at Drexel had not even reached its first decade on campus, 
there were already dissenters questioning the its very existence on campus.  An article 
entitled “Fraternities – Do they injure or help Drexel”14 by student reporter H.S. Stees 
appeared in the December 1909 printing of The Drexel Echo.  Although the text of the 
article was not readily available, the mere presence of the article suggests that not all 
were happy with the new social outlet on campus.  Also in 1909, Alpha Phi was 
established as the third fraternity to have graced the Drexel campus.  Although the last 
known mention of Alpha Phi occurred in 1911, they were very influential in their short 
time on campus.  Alpha Phi is the first known fraternity to hold a campus-wide social 
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 event in the form of an annual dance15.  Unfortunately, the growth and expansion of 
Drexel Greek life (and the University as a whole) would be derailed  by the looming 
conflict of WWI. 
 
III. Reorganization and Gaining Momentum Following WWI: 1919-1932 
From 1915-1919 Greek life at Drexel was non-existent16, as young men from 
Drexel and across the country turned their focus towards Europe, the Great War and the 
war effort.  The return of the victorious GI’s from combat was really a watershed moment 
for Greek life at Drexel.  In a way, the war was the best thing to happen to Drexel Greek 
life.  Men returning from war were looking for escapes and distractions from the horrors 
and traumas they had witnessed and experienced in Europe.  Also, men had built up a 
very close comradery with their fellow servicemen – a sense of brotherhood if you will – 
that they wished to continue after their return to the states.  Fraternities served as the 
perfect outlet for these feelings not only at Drexel, but also across the country.  1919 saw 
the establishment of what would become two of the most prominent and influential Greek 
organizations on campus; local fraternities Kappa Sigma Delta (later to become Pi Kappa 
Phi) and Phi Kappa Beta (later to become Tau Kappa Epsilon)17.  The first on-campus 
meeting house for a Greek organization would be shared by these two organizations and 
was located at what is currently the northeast portion of Curtis Hall.  This location was 
used as a social meeting place during school hours18. 
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 Unlike the Drexel Greek organizations pre-dating WWI, which were somewhat 
insular and secretive about their goings-on, this new wave of Greek life were very 
prominent on campus and were very well known for their exploits.  KSD was especially 
active on campus, leading the charge on initiatives that still have a profound effect on the 
Drexel community to this day.  Among the early initiatives by KSD, one of them was the 
establishment of a student newspaper, which would later become The Drexel Triangle19.  
From 1919-1932, Drexel saw an explosion in Greek organizations and activities 
on campus.  Five local fraternities (as well as three local sororities) were founded during 
this 13 year span.  Along with the aforementioned Kappa Sigma Delta and Phi Kappa 
Beta, Delta Sigma Alpha (later to become Theta Chi), Kappa Phi Delta (later to become 
Sigma Alpha Mu) and Alpha Upsilon Mu (later to become Lambda Chi Alpha)20 all 
joined the Drexel Community and wasted no time making a noticeable impact to campus 
life. 
The main thing these fraternities did was give the college men at Drexel a reason 
to stick around on campus beyond attending classes.  While that may sound trivial and 
unimportant, extracurricular activities are one of the most important aspects of any 
college campus.  It gives people an outlet to relax, blow off steam and escape the stresses 
of their studies.  Also, quite frankly, it keeps people from leaving the school as their 
enjoyment and growth extend beyond the classroom. (This is just as true now as it was 
then, as according to the Drexel Fraternity and Sorority Life website, freshmen in Greek 
life are 13% more likely to return to Drexel for their sophomore year than those who are 
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 not21).  More specifically, these fraternities not only made themselves the leaders of the 
Drexel social scene, they really created it from scratch. 
Starting in the early-to-mid 20’s, fraternities began holding semi-formal dances in 
the Great Hall of Main Building.  Originally designed as a way for fraternities to raise a 
little bit of extra money22, these events turned into the social events of the season for 
Drexel co-eds and were the place to see and be seen.  The first documented instance of 
one of these dances is the Kappa Sigma Delta “Annual Tea Dance” which dates back to 
192623 (perhaps even longer).  These affairs truly typified the spirit of the Roaring 
Twenties with black tie attire, full Big Bands playing the latest Jazz and most likely more 
than a few hip flasks of then-illegal hooch.  Drexel’s social scene had been forever 
changed. 
In addition to dances and functions in the Great Hall to raise extra funds, 
fraternities would also put on elaborate original musicals that rivaled anything seen at the 
Walnut St. Theatre. In 1932, Kappa Sigma Delta (soon to become Pi Kappa Phi) played a 
role in one of the more controversial events in Drexel Greek history (in retrospect).  For 
their first ever show, the brothers of Kappa Sigma Delta decided to put on a full minstrel 
show, complete with blackface.  Unthinkable nowadays, minstrel shows were more of a 
commonplace at the beginning of the 20th century and were quite popular.  The practice 
of an annual minstrel show lasted no more than a few years and was replaced by more 
conventional original musicals24.  
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 Now that fraternities had started to make a significant impact on campus, steps 
began to be taken to assure Drexel fraternities would have a firm foothold for years to 
come.  Originally just a loose collection of different organizations, fraternities began to 
realize that they could grow and accomplish more together than they could apart.  With 
that in mind, an Inter-Fraternity Council was created in 1924 with faculty member “Doc” 
Hansen serving as the first advisor25.  Among other things, the IF – as it was known 
colloquially – served as a go-between for fraternity men and Drexel administration (even 
to this day it’s most important function).  Also, the IF served as a means to bring 
fraternity men together through athletics and general competition.  Events such as a an IF 
football league26 and a skit competition held every homecoming weekend27 formed 
bonds, competitions and rivalries between the Fraternities that would last for decades to 
come. 
Not only did the creation of the IF engender a closer sense of community amongst 
the fraternities themselves, it also endeared them more to Drexel Administration.  Now 
that the fraternities were under one entity, there was a much greater sense of 
accountability as far as the University was concerned.  This feeling of closeness to the 
fraternity system was only strengthened by the actions of Kappa Sigma Delta, who made 
honorary brothers out of very prominent University figures throughout the mid to late 
1920’s.  Amongst the honorees were Cyrus H. K. Curtis (namesake of Curtis Hall, 
founder of Curtis Publishing Company and a Member of the Drexel Board of Trustees) 
and Alexander Van Rensselaer (second President of the Board of Trustees after A.J. 
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 Drexel and Husband of Sarah Drexel Van Rensselaer, the namesake of Van Rensselaer 
Hall).  It is said that Curtis looked at his initiation as more of an honor to himself than it 
was an honor for the fraternity28.   
By 1932, fraternities and their brothers had reached a new peak not only as 
individual organizations, but also as movers-and-shakers on campus, affecting the daily 
lives of nearly all Drexel students.  The years to come, however, would see the fraternity 
community grow and change in ways no one could see coming. 
 
IV. Going National and Surviving a Second World War: 1933-1949 
 Going into 1933, there were a total of five fraternities (and three sororities) on 
Drexel’s modest campus.  Of these five fraternities, all were local entities with no ties to 
a national organization or governing body.  There were pros and cons to this 
arrangement.  The pros were that the organizations had a very high degree of freedom, 
having only to answer to Drexel Administration and the chapter’s alumni.  The cons of 
this, however, were that with no national overseeing body, the organizations lacked not 
only financial and administrative backing, but they also lacked a certain sense of 
legitimacy that is associated with being a member of a national fraternity.  This was all 
about to change in 1933.  Spurred by the actions of Kappa Sigma Delta, the landscape of 
the Drexel fraternity scene would be changed forever, as all five local Fraternities would 
affiliate with a national organization by the end of 1949. 
 On May 20, 193329, Kappa Sigma Delta affiliated with Pi Kappa Phi (colloquially 
known as Pi Kapp) National Fraternity, becoming the Alpha Upsilon chapter.  This 
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 marked the first Drexel fraternity to be affiliated with a national organization30 and would 
serve as the catalyst for numerous other fraternities to follow suit.  Ironically, right as 
KSD was leading the charge towards national affiliation, Drexel’s most prominent and 
influential local fraternity was about to be founded.  On March 3, 1935, Alpha Pi Lambda 
was founded as a local chapter (remaining so to this day)31.  Colloquially known as 
Apple Pi, they wasted no time establishing themselves on campus, holding a Gala 
Homecoming Dance in the fall featuring the Don Brill Orchestra32.  Unlike the other 
fraternities at the time, which started off local in the hopes of one day joining a National,
Apple Pi prided themselves on their individuality and uniqueness in being the only on
their kind.  Apple Pi completely cemented their place at Drexel with the acquisition of 
not only the largest fraternity house in Drexel history, but also one of the most historic 
buildings in West Philadelphia; it lead the charge on the fraternity real estate boom that 
 
e of 
wer 
 every since and was added to the 
                                                                                                                                                
was to follow. 
 In the fall of 1939, Apple Pi purchased the “Castle on the Corner”, located at 216 
North 33rd Street.  The house was originally built for Frederick A. Poth, a wealthy bre
and West Philadelphia development magnate by architect A.W. Dilks (apprentice to 
noted Philadelphia architect T.P. Chandler) in early 189033.  The four story, 16 room 
mansion has served as the official residence of Apple Pi
National Register of Historic Places in May of 198534. 
 
29 Dusak (The) v. 3, n. 1 (Fall 1961) 
30 Drexel Triangle (The) v. 8, n. 20 (May 19, 1933) 
31 http://www.applepi.org/about.html 
32 Drexel Triangle (The) v. 11, n. 4 (October 25, 1935) 
33 http://www.applepi.org/about.html 
34 http://www.uchs.net/HistoricDistricts/powelton.html  
 
  Another milestone for Drexel fraternity life occurred in 1939 as on May 26th, P
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35.  Unlike the six-year gap between affiliations that took plac
between Pi Kappa Phi and Tau Kappa Epsilon, the other fraternities wasted no tim
following suit this time.  Delta Sigma Alpha affiliated with Theta Chi National, and 
Alpha Upsilon Mu affiliated with Lambda Chi Alpha National in 1940 and 1941 
respectively36 37.  The importance and influence of Drexel fraternity life was boomi
1942 approached.  Four of the six fraternities on campus had affiliated with strong 
national o
inevitability.  However, United States involvement in World War II would put everything
on hold. 
 December 7, 1941, a date that lives in infamy.  The attack on Pearl Harbor thrust 
the U.S. into WWII and forced many Drexel fraternity men to trade letters for servic
fatigues.  The years of 1942-45 saw a steady decline in fraternity membership acro
country, and Drexel was no different.  Nearly all recruitment of any kind ceased as 
fraternities focused less on expansion and more on simply staying afloat38.  Many 
chapters were turned over to advisory committees made up of alumni in order to ensu
that the chapter remained solven
since the First World War.  However, brighter times were on the horizon thanks to a 
piece of legislation from 1944. 
 
35 Drexel Triangle (The) v. 14, n. 22 (May 26, 1939) 
36 Drexel Triangle (The) v. 15, n. 22 (May 24, 1940) 
37 Drexel Triangle (The) v. 16, n. 9 (January 10, 1941) 
38 http://www.applepi.org/about.html 
 
  The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 – or as it’s better known, the “G.I
Bill” – was perhaps the single most important piece of legislation in regards to the 
American fraternity system.  Not only did the men who put their college careers on hol
to serve their country return to campus, but thanks to the G.I. Bill, a whole new set of
men were able to have a college experience.  Not only were there hundreds of thousands 
of new men flooding colleges and universities acro
. 
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ss the country, they were men who 
nue 
 
e 
s 
d 
 one of 
the man
had developed and experienced deep bonds of brotherhood serving with their fellow 
soldiers in Europe and the Far East.  Fraternities were a perfect way for them to conti
that bond and develop a new “Band of Brothers”. 
 One of the major changes to the fraternity scene after the war was the advent of
“hazing” in the fraternity pledge process.  Hazing conjures a very negative image in 
people’s minds today, mostly of violence and degradation.  However, those practices 
only started occurring fairly recently (within the past 30-40 years) and are worst-cas
scenarios of extremely isolated incidents.  The hazing that was seen following WWII wa
much more lighthearted in nature and was meant to bring pledges closer together an
establish a sense of belonging through shared adversity.  Hazing of this nature was 
commonplace in platoons throughout both theatres of combat in WWII and was
y things brought back to the states with the soldiers.  Examples include the 
implementation of a hierarchy system (respect for one’s elders), the giving of nicknames 
and requiring pledges to learn and remember specific pieces of information.     
As stagnant as Drexel fraternities had been from 1942-45, they more than made 
up for it from 1946-50.  Not only to did membership in the existing fraternities swell to 
levels surpassing even those found before the war, but new chapters began opening; 
 
 delivering on the promise of expansion felt prior to the war.  In 1947, Kappa Phi Delta 
affiliated with Sigma Alpha Mu National (colloquially known as Sammy), becoming the
Mu Eta chapter.  Founded at Drexel in 1921, KPD was comprised mostly of Jewish 
students
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39 and affiliated themselves with the (then) national Jewish Sigma Alpha Mu.  
The fact that the first major action to occur in the Drexel fraternity scene following the 
defeat of Hitler and Nazi Germany was the addition of a national Jewish fraternity is 
quite a powerful statement about the American spirit.  Sammy wasted no time making a 
name for themselves, throwing a “Grand Finale” gala in 1948 featuring Joe Grady and his 
seventeen piece orchestra known as the “950 Club”.  It was unlike anything Drexel had 
ever seen before.  The Triangle described the event with a headline that read “…Sigma 
Alpha Mu se
inating event of “Sammy Week”, which raised money and awareness for 
designated charitable organizations.  As was the case in 1949 when Sammy raised mon
for March of Dimes41. 
The close of the 1940’s saw the addition of two new local fraternities.  Phi Tau 
Delta and Delta Kappa Rho were founded in 1948 and 1949 respectively42.  By 1950
Drexel fraternity life would be embarking on its 50th year on campus.  It had grown to 
five nationally affiliated organi
W
 life was no different and was about to experience perhaps
 
39 Drexel Triangle (The) v. 6, n. 14 (May 8, 1931) 
40 Drexel Triangle (The) v. 24, n. 13 (February 13, 1948) 
41 Drexel Triangle (The) v. 25, n. 10 (January 14, 1949) 
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V. The Golden Age of Drexel Fraternity Life: 1950-1971 
 As fraternity life at Drexel was celebrating its golden anniversary, one of its 
newest additions would make a splash and join the ranks of the national affiliates.  Phi 
Tau Delta, formed a mere two years prior, affiliated with Sigma Pi National, becoming 
the Beta Theta Chapter in November of 1950 . 43  So impressive was their quick rise to 
 
sed a 
 
 
 
a 
y 
life.  Phi Omega became the ninth fraternity overall and third local at Drexel.  Wasting no 
                                                
national affiliation, that the Grand Sage (President) of the entire national fraternity was
on hand to initiate the brothers into Sigma Pi44. 
 In 1952, following the lead of Apple Pi some 13 years prior, TKE purcha
historic mansion located on Powelton Ave. to be their fraternity house.  Located at 3421
Powelton, it was originally built for publisher Christian Febiger (descendant of 
Revolutionary War commander and confidante of George Washington, Hans Christian 
Febiger) in 189845.  The home has the distinction of being the only Georgian style manor
in Philadelphia and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places46.  The mansion
has gone on to become an icon not just of TKE or Drexel, but of West Philadelphia as 
whole.  TKE’s decision to move into the Powelton mansion also allowed for the newl
chartered Sigma Pi to take up residence in the old TKE house, 210 North 34th Street47 
(currently occupied by Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity and Alpha Sigma Alpha sorority). 
 In October of 1953, yet another fraternity was added to Drexel’s thriving Greek 
 
43 Drexel Triangle (The) v. 27, n. 14 (November 17, 1950) 
44 Drexel Triangle (The) v. 27, n. 15 (December 4, 1950) 
45 http://poweltonvillage.org/interactivemap/files/3421powelton.htm 
46 http://www.tkealphatau.org/page.php?page_id=27592 
47 Drexel Triangle (The) v. 29, n. 16 (January 16, 1953) 
 
 time, Phi Omega quickly purchased a property at 3601 Baring Street and affiliated with 
Delta Sigma Phi National, becoming the Gamma Chi Chapter in early 195648.  While a 
three-year turnaround is blindingly fast, it was nothing compared to Alpha Beta Delta. 
Founded as a local in 1954
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of 196253, Beta Nu Local was founded in November of 196354, and lastly, Sigma Alpha 
                                                
49, ABD didn’t even wait a year before affiliating with Tau 
Epsilon Phi National, becoming the Epsilon Eta chapter in 195550.  The 1950’s w
whirlwind in terms of new chapters and affiliations, with two locals f
n lly affiliating and another local from the 40’s following suit. 
 The 1950’s also saw Drexel fraternities broadening their horizons and lending a 
greater hand in the community than ever before.  In 1952, Theta Chi changed their “Hell
Week” (typically the intense period of pledging right before initiation) to “Help Wee
and aided in various community projects51.  For their hard work and generosity, the 
Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce honored Theta Chi later that year52.  Sammy an
Kapp both also continued to be a presence on campus.  Pi Kapp continued to put on 
professional quality original musicals every year and Sammy continued with their ann
charity event, “Sammy Week”, which wa
“Grand Finale” dance in the Grand Hall. 
 The 60’s saw even more expansion for Drexel fraternity life, as three local 
fraternities would be founded during the decade: Delta Iota Local was founded in August
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 Theta Local was founded in 196655.  1965 saw two local fraternities join the ranks of 
national organizations, as Delta Kappa Rho became the Eta Pentaton chapter of Phi 
Sigma Kappa National56 and Delta Iota became the Delta Iota chapter of Pi Lambda Phi 
National57.  Lastly, in 1971, Sigma Alpha Theta affiliated with Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
National, becoming the PA – Epsilon chapter58.  The 60’s also saw fraternities reaching 
out past the immediate Drexel community in order to honor and recognize the leaders of 
our country.  In the late 60’s and early 70’s Tau Epsilon Phi gave out an award they 
called the “TEP Distinguished American Award”.  Among the recipients were retired 
Army General and former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Omar Nelson 
Bradley in 196859 and scientist Jonas Salk in 197060. 
 The twenty-one year period of 1950-1971 was Drexel’s Golden Age of 
fraternities for many reasons.  First and foremost, fraternity life enjoyed another extended 
period of growth, swelling in size to twelve fraternities on campus.  Second, fraternities 
and their brothers became more active than ever in campus activities ranging from social 
events, to philanthropy to student government.  One could safely say that Drexel 
fraternity men really ran campus.  However, there were cracks in the armor starting to 
show.  Beta Nu, which had only been on campus for five short years, was kicked off in 
1968 for various alcohol violations61.  Also, due to the emergence of the counterculture 
in the 1960’s; drugs were beginning to make their way into the fraternity environment.  
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 Drexel fraternity life had experienced some of the greatest moments in its history, yet 
trying times were ahead that would threaten its very existence. 
 
VI. Stagnancy and the Dark Days of Drexel Fraternity Life: 1972-1999 
 The 1970’s for Drexel fraternity life, and indeed the country as a whole , was a 
period of extreme stagnation.  Little to no records of fraternity happenings exist from the 
70’s except for a few sports scores here and there.  This would lead one to believe that 
the administrative structure of the fraternities was beginning to deteriorate somewhat or 
they were simply becoming more insular.  Either way, it was a regression from their 
former position of prominence at Drexel.  Aside from the 1971 addition of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon, there was no expansion during the 1970’s, and none from 1971-1983, the longest 
such gap in fraternity expansion in Drexel history62.  In fact, not only was there no 
growth during this period, Drexel actually lost a chapter during this time.  Phi Sigma 
Kappa was forced to leave in 1982 due to various conduct violations63.  Not even the 
addition of a chapter of the Phi Kappa Sigma National fraternity could distract from the 
fact that Drexel Greek life was in dire straits. 
 Movies such as Animal House and Revenge of the Nerds did an immense amount 
of damage to the image of college fraternities during the 70’s and 80’s.  Also not helping 
matters was the similar behavior being carried out by fraternity men across the country.  
Fraternities everywhere had seemingly lost their way.  They were no longer guided by 
values and ideals but instead by keg parties and lewd behavior.  One of the most striking 
changes during this time was the alarming rise in frequency and severity of hazing.  
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 While not as much of a problem at Drexel as at other schools, there were still isolated 
incidents that did occur. 
 During the 1980’s, nearly every chapter at Drexel was place on some kind of 
suspension or probation at least once, some as many as three or four times64.  Heading 
into the 1990’s, there was real doubt as to whether fraternity life at Drexel would survive.  
This somewhat mirrored the concerns about Drexel as a whole at the time as the 
University was facing serious monetary issues prior to the arrival of Constantine 
Papadakis as University President. 
 Hope started to arise in the early 1990’s with the addition of two seemingly 
diametrically opposed organizations.  Alpha Chi Rho (colloquially known as AXP) 
National opened a chapter at Drexel in 199265 and shortly thereafter, Alpha Epsilon Pi 
National opened a chapter in 199566.  Traditionally Catholic and Jewish respectively, 
these chapters represented a return to values based organizations that had been lacking 
from Drexel over the past twenty or so years.  However, the end of the 90’s saw further 
weeding out of undesirable behavior within chapters.  Sigma Alpha Epsilon was 
suspended indefinitely in 1997 for hazing violations67, while Sigma Pi and Tau Epsilon 
Phi were both suspended indefinitely in 1999 for undisclosed disciplinary violations.  The 
90’s did end on a high note, however, as one of the largest fraternities in the country, 
Sigma Phi Epsilon, opened their PA – Beta Beta chapter at Drexel in 1999.  Also on the 
horizon were the additions of two prestigious fraternities for 2001.  The Lambda Zeta 
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 chapter of Pi Kappa Alpha National and the PA – Upsilon chapter of Phi Kappa Psi 
National. 
 The 1970’s through early 1990’s was the most trying time in the history of Drexel 
fraternity life.  Not even the outbreak of World War had threatened its survival to this 
extent.  Fraternity life had held on, and all the adversity that had been faced for twenty-
plus years would lead to a Renaissance of sorts for fraternity life at Drexel. 
 
21st Century and Conclusion 
 The dawn of the new millennium saw Drexel University at a crossroads.  
President Papadakis had saved the University from financial ruin and was beginning to 
position it towards becoming a world class learning institution.  This also meant that 
Drexel fraternity life was at a crossroads as well.  They could either go down the same 
path they had been on, which would almost inevitably lead to the end of Greek life at 
Drexel.  Or, they could blaze a new path, one that would mirror the University’s 
improvement and betterment.  It is safe to say that the men of Drexel Greek life chose the 
latter.  Fraternity life at Drexel seems to have returned to the balance of civic mindedness 
and personal fulfillment that it was originally founded and thrived upon.  While it is true 
that there are still disciplinary issues that come up periodically, it’s in much more 
moderation. 
 Throughout the history of Drexel, fraternity life has been closely intertwined with 
ebbs and flows of the University.  Looking back over the history, it is undeniable that as 
the University goes, so goes fraternity life and vice-versa.  School is more than simply a 
place to learn what is written in a textbook.  College is about the enrichment of oneself in 
 
 all endeavors and nowhere is that more easily attainable than in a fraternity.  Not only 
does the Drexel fraternity system enrich the individual members, but also the Drexel 
community as a whole.  Drexel has been forever changed thanks to the fraternity system.  
From a small, quiet commuter school at the turn of the 20th century, to a bustling, 
multinational, world class institute of culture and education at the beginning of the 21st.  
One thing that has been consistent in the growth of Drexel University has been the strong 
presence of fraternity life.  From black-tie galas and must-attend social events, to the 
creation of a student newspaper, to community service projects and campus 
improvements, if something occurred to better the Drexel campus, more often than not a 
fraternity man had a hand in it.  Since 1900, the Drexel fraternity system has been making 
Drexel University a better, more enjoyable place to live, work and learn.  
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